
CANSCAIP SK Horizons Biennial General Meeting 

September 17, 2017 at Queen’s House Retreat & Renewal Centre , Saskatoon SK 

Present: Alison Lohans, Sharon Hamilton, Beth Matheson, Alice Kuipers, Danica Lorer, Jeanette 

Montgomery, Sally Meadows, Diana Clarke, Kristine Scarrow, Paula Jane Remlinger, Marie Powell, Pat 

Miller-Schroeder, Ruth Pradjynski, Coline Smetaniuk, Wendy Taylor 

1. Welcome and introductions. (Sharon and Alison) 

2. Request for volunteer to take minutes – Beth Matheson took minutes.  

3. Approval of 2015 Minutes 

a. No discussion. Motion to approve the 2015 minutes. M/S: Alison/Paula Jane.  Carried. 

4. Treasurer’s Report  

Alison Lohans presented the financial report (see attachment: CANSCAIP Sask Horizons Financial 

Report) 

a. Alison noted that the registration income from the 2017 conference is not included in the 

bank balance, and that the online registration amount from 2015 is less than calculated 

because of PayPal fees. The Saskatchewan Writers Guild has given us four separate amounts  

since 2015: $1250 for planning the 2017 conference, $2000 for conference expenses, and 

$750 Writing Group Grants in each of two years (which we spent on online presentations). 

CANSCAIP gave us $750 for the 2015 conference but raised it to $1000 for 2017. The 

presentation expenses for 2015, 2016 and 2017 are included in the report because the 2015 

presentation took place in June 2015 even though the money was received in October of 

2014. 

b. Sharon will contact Tracy Hamon at the SWG and ask if they will be able to provide us with 

money again in advance of the conference.  

c. Motion to accept the 2015 minutes. M/S: Alison/Ruth. Carried.  

5. Old Business and Activities of the last two years 

a. Prairie Horizons 2017 conference in Saskatoon, Sept 15-17, 2017. (Yes, this one!) Many 

thanks to the Committee: Jeanette Montgomery, Danica Lorer, Paula Jane Remlinger, A.E. 

Matheson. Thank you also to the national CANSCAIP office and the Saskatchewan Writers 

Guild for funding support, and to aemworks and McNalley-Robinson for donations.  

i. Sally Meadows is willing to write up a report for e-briefs and CANSCAIP News. 

However, when she approached the SWG with a selection of possible articles, they 

told her they didn’t want a conference report. She will follow up with the SWG and 

find out why. 

ii. In any case, we will need to send a report to CANSCAIP and the SWG to tell them 

how we used the funds.  

b. Online Presentations with SWG Writing Group grants.  

i. We put on one talk in 2015and two talks in 2016 livestreamed from the SWG office, 

and two in 2017 live on Facebook videos. All talks are on YouTube and the links are 

on the SK CANSCAIP website: http://skcanscaip.wordpress.com. We are grateful to 

the SWG for sponsoring these talks. 



1. Paula Jane Remlinger on writing good poetry for children 

2. Beverly Brenna on writing characters with disabilities 

3. Ed Willett on writing young adult fantasy.  

4. Alice Kuipers on managing your writing time and finding joy in your work 

5. Arthur Slade on various ways to market your book 

ii. Alice suggested using the presentations as fundraisers for the 2019 conference by 

charging people a fee to attend. There would be member and non-member rates. 

They could be in-person events or online. It is difficult to get good recordings of a 

public event, so it would be better to do the whole thing online. It would also be 

more cost-effective and take less time.  

iii. There was discussion of recording conference sessions and making podcasts. 

Attendees would get the link for free, and other people could purchase a link. Again, 

the money raised could go to the next conference. If there were different streams at 

the conference this would also allow people to attend the ones they missed at a 

later date.  

c. Online discussion blog on the website.  

i. There have been several blog posts in the past two years, but they have bee n 

sporadic because Sharon didn’t remind people to post. But we will have a new social 

media person to look after them now. Blog posts are short articles on any topic of 

interest to children’s creators, and people can go to the website and comment. The 

links are sent to members in an email and posted on the FB group and the national 

CANSCAIP blog. 

ii. Alice suggested that the posts, or first paragraphs with a links, could go out to all 

members in a quarterly newsletter along with updates on what is happening.  

iii. The blog discussions were originally set up because of the SWG Writing Group Grant 

requirement that the group meet a minimum of six times a year. However, Tracy at 

the SWG has clarified that small meetings of subgroups are sufficient. There are 

meetings of various members in Regina and Saskatoon. So the blog discussions are 

not required for this purpose, but can still continue if members find them useful.  

d. Facebook group:  

i. Name has been changed to CANSCAIP Sask Horizons. 

e. Website (http://skcanscaip.wordpress.com):  

i. Member books have been posted to website sidebar. If you have a new book and 

would like it posted, please email canscaip@gmail.com with a copy of the cover and 

where you would like it to link to. 

ii. Member events have not been streamed to the website because we can’t link to a 

FB group, only to a page. However, Marie noted that there is an existing Twitter 

handle that was set up by a previous conference committee. It is @SKCanscaip. 

Tweets with this tag can be streamed to the website. 

f. Possible Regional Workshops and online courses  

i. Nothing was done because at the last meeting a motion was made to conserve any 

excess conference funds for the next conference. 

http://skcanscaip.wordpress.com/
mailto:canscaip@gmail.com


6. Upcoming Events: 

a. 2019 Prairie Horizons conference: 

i. Alice Kuipers, Kristine Scarrow, Danica Lorer, and Miriam Koerner have formed a 

committee to plan the 2019 conference. Date and Location TBD. 

b. National Conference: Packaging Your Imagination, Saturday November 11 in Toronto. This 

year the virtual option is not livestreaming, but recordings you can watch at your leisure 

afterwards. See http://www.canscaip.org for details. Cost is $125 for virtual option.  

c. Alison and Ruth gave an invitation from the Saskatchewan Romance Writers to join them on 

a writing cruise from March 28 to April 12, 2018. The cruise will be a Holland-America trans-

Atlantic 14-day cruise from Fort Lauderdale to Rome. There will be 9 sea days for writing. 

The cost is $1400 and up, depending on what kind of room you want and if you want to 

share. If you book early, airfare to Fort Lauderdale and from Rome could be around $1700, 

so the whole cost could be as low as $3100. If you are interested, talk to Alison or Ruth. 

7. SWG Writing Group grant:  

a. We have been approved for $750 for 2017-18.  

b. Thank you to everyone who responded to emails and renewed SWG membership in time. 

Had 37 members so needed 25 SWG members. 

c. Suggestions for speakers or topics for next time: 

i. Marketing. Note that Arthur Slade just did a webinar on marketing, and the link is 

on our website. But there is always more to learn. 

ii. Negotiating contracts. Note that national CANSCAIP did a webinar this year on what 

contract clauses mean. Sharon will find out if it is still available for purchase. 

iii. Writing in various genres: Juggling your time, branding yourself as a writer, deciding 

how many websites etc. you need, and so on. 

d. See 5.b.ii for more about the grants. 

8. New Business:  

a. Sharon and Alison have submitted their resignations as President and Secretary, 

respectively. 

b. Motion to add a third position of “Social Media Officer” to the CANSCAIP Sask Horizons 

executive, with the duties as outlined in the “Duties of Officers” document that was 

circulated by email before the meeting. M/S: Alison/Danica. No discussion. Seems like a 

good idea. Carried. 

c. Nominations and election of officers: 

i. Dianne Young has volunteered for the new position of Social Media Officer. Sharon 

asked three times for nominations or volunteers for the positions of President and 

Secretary-Treasurer. There were none.  

ii. Conclusion: Dianne Young is the new Social Media Officer by acclamation. Sharon 

will remain President for the time being. Alison is stepping down and Sharon will 

look for a new Secretary-Treasurer.  

9. Adjournment. Moved by Jeanette. 

http://www.canscaip.org/

