
CANSCAIP SK Horizons  

Meeting – September 22, 2013 at St. Michael’s Retreat, Lumsden, SK 

Present:  Linda Aksomitis, Myrna Guymer, Sharon Hamilton, Valerie Hort-Warren, Miriam Körner, Pat 

Miller-Schroder, Marie Powell, Paul Jane Remlinger, Judith, Silverthorne, Dianne Young 

Agenda 

1. Welcome and introductions. (Sharon and Alison) 

2. Activities of Last two years 

a. Prairie Horizons conference in Lumsden, Sept 20-22, 2013. Many thanks to the PH 2013 

Committee: Suzanne Leclerc, Maureen Ulrich, Miriam Koehler, and also Linda Aksomitis 

from PH 2011 Committee for her guidance and support. Thank you also to the national 

CANSCAIP office for funding support. The conference was well attended and once again, 

the best one ever. Jodi Carmichael will write up a report for e-briefs and CANSCAIP. 

b. Sheree Fitch Workshop in Saskatoon, April 13-15, 2013. 19 people signed up for the 

workshop; only 15 attended, probably because the weather was poor. One person who 

attended was concerned because the Sask Children’s Writers’ Round Robin had a 

separate workshop with Sheree Fitch, and felt that the public workshop was too 

focussed on the Robins. If a similar situation ever arises again, the speaker will be 

alerted to keep the workshops separate. 

3. Next conference: September 18-20, 2015 

a. New committee: Judith Silverthorne, Pat Miller-Schroeder, Pat _____, Ruth _____. 

b. Planning will be easier because of support by national CANSCAIP: online registration 

with automatic receipting on the national website, and they will apply for national 

grants on our behalf 

4. National Conference: Packaging Your Imagination, Saturday November 16, 2013. This workshop 

is in Toronto, but this year there is an online option so you can attend at home with your 

computer. See www.canscaip.org for details. 

5. Memberships: All members of CANSCAIP who live in Saskatchewan are automatically members 

of the provincial chapter. Unlike the national group, however, that distinguishes between 

Friends and Members, the local chapter treats all members equally. We have not been requiring 

people to be members to participate in events, but the suggestion was made that at future 

events organized by SK CANSCAIP we charge a premium for non-members, to encourage 

interested people to join. 

6. Moving Forward: Discuss ways of having regular meetings like some of the other local chapters 

do (e.g. Edmonton and Montreal). The purpose of the meetings would be to give Sask members 

a place to interact and discuss their writing. A benefit of having meetings is that we would be 

eligible to apply to the Sask Writers Guild for $500 annual funding. An issue to be overcome is 

that our members are spread out all over the province. 

a. Suggestion: Have virtual blog meetings using the SK CANSCAIP website, 

http://skcanscaip.wordpress.com. Once a month, someone will post a discussion topic 



on the blog. Sharon will email all the members to let them know it is there, and people 

will post comments and have a discussion on the blog. Comments will be moderated by 

Sharon and Dianne. Sharon will introduce the idea on the blog on October 15. Dianne 

Young will post something on November 15, and Linda will do it on December 15. We 

will ask for volunteers and set up a schedule after that so people can sign up. This will 

count as having meetings for SWG purposes. 

b. Marie suggested bringing in a speaker on the topic of “The Hero’s Journey”. She saw this 

speaker at a conference in Calgary and recommends her. She will email the information 

to Sharon. Discussion: this workshop is not geared specifically at children’s writers, so 

maybe it would be more appropriate to have the SWG bring her in. 

c. It is possible that there will be ArtsConnect grant money left over from the PH 2013 

conference, and that it can be re-purposed for something else rather than given back to 

the SAB. The 2013 committee will determine if this is so. Miriam suggested that it could 

be used for an online writing course, along the lines of a ten-week course she took 

previously from Alice Kuipers that was organized by the Coop in Saskatoon.  It was 

subsidized so it was affordable and all lessons, assignments, and feedback were done 

online so it was accessible to everyone. 

7. Anything Else 

a. The SWG has money available for writing events, and SK CANSCAIP is encouraged to 

apply for it. 

b. Sharon and Alison Lohans are willing to continue on as president and secretary-

treasurer of SK CANSCAIP Horizons for two more years. 

8. Adjournment 

 


